DISEASES OF THE NOSE, THROAT, AND EAR by unknown
even for a book of this nature, although this is partially compensated by the sections on the
in(livi(llual viscera.
The in(lex has been shortened, hut seemingly not to any consistent pllan. Further systematisatiou
d the index would render( it more LisefUl and still keep it wvithliin the limits set hy tlle prevailing
paper slhortage. The eye, f r- example, couldl have been treated as the} other Olrgans are, and hatd
all its ablnormalities listed( under an inclusive title. Congenital cyvstic eye appears in the index,
blUt has been otnittedl fr-om the text. The cranial nierves couldi vell have been treated collectively,
,and that iml)ortant peripheral nerve, the phrenic, inclilded in the space tlhus provided. The addition
of a very short bibliography, giving the sources Of thle works LtLIotedl in the, text, would have been
of great Valuee to the senior student, and shoull not occUpy much space. It is only irritating to
be tol(d that *Flexner- and (ielllhor-n (1942), uising radioactive soLlium and heavy water, hav'e slhown
that, in the guine-a-pig at least, there is constant exchange of these substances between the
maternal cil-cUlation and the amniolic fliUid, and then to he ulnrlAble to loolk LiI) the i-elevant paper
for want of the exact reference. In the main, hovever, the book futlfils its primary object, and
s.'ould lr(e its tvorth as an aide niemnoire to th(e student pIreparing for- the fSecond Professional
lFxamination in Medicine. WV. R. MI.i N1.
* FI.eXNE,, L. B., ANt) GE1.TIIIORN, A.: Anot. Rec., 82, 411-412; 1942.
HANDBOO(K OF MEDICINE FOR FINAL-YEAR STrUDENTS. By G. F.
Walker, M.D., M.R.C.P'. Fourth Edition. Pp. 299. Svlviro Publications Ltd.
1948. 25s.
A fourth e(lition of this interesting an(l extremely useful Handbook of Medicine has been published.
It was never initendedI to be another textbook or synopsis of miedicine, but rather to aid the senior
stUdent and house physician in the (lifficult art of the "clinical approach" to bedside workl. The
auLithor concentrates upon essential and everyday things and wisely omits rare and controversial
matter. This new edition is up to date and the fundamental character of the 1)0ok is carefully
preserved. It is packed with useful and interesting information, written in a novel and racy style,
atn( altogether is a well-produce(d vade-mecrum which senior students, and, indeed, all clinicians,
wxill enjoy and derive benefit froim readling. It exten(ls a fr-iendly atmosphere from beginning to
end, and one gets the impression all through of being led by the hand of a cuiriously kind, wise,
and well-informed clinical teacher. J. C. D.
EMNERGENCIES IN MEDICAL PRACTlICE. By C. .A. Birch, M.D., F.R.C.P.
Pp. 468. EdinbuLrgh: E. & S. Livinigstonie. 1948. 25s.
Tili h0oo0k, compiled bly eighteen contribuitors -i(n e(lite(l by C. Allan B3ilch, might wvell be called
a, Handb(I)k (of Practical Medicine. Its sUbject matter covers aL wide field, LA1d a wvealtli o)f ilnf(r-
mnation is contained in its 446 pages. The reader wvill find in it not only precise. details on the
mnanagement of acute medical cases, buit also practical advice on medico-legal questions andl on
medical problems peculiar to sea an(l air travel. Clinical con(litions are clearly described, and
differentiall diagnosis fo-ms a considerable part of the text. For example, the chapter on cardio-
vascular- diseases gives an acco(unt (if the varioUs types of syncope, and includes a table oni the
differential dliagnosis if the tachycardias. Thle reader wvill also ftind (letails o)f the techinique of
medical operations, and even aLdvice on the baptism of chiiiren. A blrief account is given of
str-eptomycin and tihe new anti-coagulants.
TIhis boo)k is xvell woIrthl reading and re-reading. Those new to medical practice will find it
illValulable a.,S a guide to the pl)rolenms they w\'ill meet, and experiencedl practitioners will also
apWpreciate its practical Value. EF.
DISEASES OF THE NOSE, THROA-T, AND EAR. Fotirth Edition. A 1lancl-
book for Students andl Practitioners.
'rFiis is a popular book, p)robably because of its clear, direct teaching, backed wvith the authorit)
of the Edinbur-gh MIedical School, and its shortness. The la.test edition lias kept these features.
Brief mention of aviation trauma to the nasal sinuses and the middle-ear, a few lines on the
206finestration operation andel its eifects on otoscler-osis, and the inclusion of p)enicillin in the chapter
on chemotherapy, hiave brought the text up to date. It gives the busy practitioner a compact
source of guidance in the diseases of the specialty and provides the student with the theoretical
background for his work in the ear, nose, and throat department. H. A.
MANUAL OF PUBLIC HEALTH: HYGIENE. By J. R. Currie, M.A.(Oxon.),
M.D., Ll..D.(Glas.), D.P.H.(Birm.), F.R.C.P.(Edin.), and A. G. Mearns,
M.D., B.Sc. (Public Health), D.P.H. (Glas.), F.R.S. (Edin.). Third Edition.
Edinburghi. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd.
"CURRIE AND .MEARNS" has noev been a standard textbook in public health for ten years and it is
the lineal descendant of Professor Currie's Textbook, first published in 1930. The outstanding
feature of the book lias always t)een a clarity of presentation, which reflects not only the careful
work of tiie outhors. but very lhighi stan(lard of printing and of presentation of illustrations by
the publishers.
In any comnprehensive book On preventive inedicine, thle author has to select what seems to him
the most imipurtant material frotm -a huge literature, embracing not only medicine, but sociology
alnd law. After alr, rhe subject is concerned with. applications of all science to the health of indivi-
duals and groups. It is inevitable, therefore, that different textbooks wvill chobse different material
and give varying emphasis.
For tn(ldergra(luate studies, such a book as tlhis, if containing more informationi than necessary,
w,vill, neverthieless, stimiiulate the more tlhoughtful and proviide a referenice boolk for all. Thlie post-
graduate candidate for the D)iploma in Public Health requir-es a skeleton on which he cani build.
Curri-ic and Mearnls fulfils botlh these needs admirably.
It must be open to question wlvether the advantages of comprehensiveness outweigh the dis-
Advant-ages of un-idue comnpr-essionl in the inclusion of certaiin subjects whliich stand apart in a book
of this kind. The two, subjects wlhich have sufferedn most in this book are genetics anti statistics.
It is, of coturse, convenient in a given university to have these compressed accounts and to
expound tlhemi in lectures, but they are very succinct for the general reader.
Tsvo other criticisms might be levelled. First, probably the time is past wlven a separate chapter
is usualy devoted to "'l'Te Social 'Vista." 'The wlhole trend of medical thouglht is to consider the
social lactors in relation to every lhealth probleml. Second, the miiass of social andi medical legis-
lation m;tkes it inevitable that every textbook is behind by the timiie it is printed. Thlis is probably
the exhlanation of one or two fiailures to point to changes in law and atdministration.
Suclh criticisms must not, hvowever, be allowed to distract attention from the value of this
excellent book, wlvich increases wvitlh each edition.
Tlhe section on in(tustrial me(ticine is pmarticularly good alnd vwell illusti ated. 'Ilie section on
presentation of data by pictorial methotls in t:he statistics chapter is unique in such a textbook.
Certainly no otlher textbook can rival it in the numbers and1 clarity of tables and illustrations.
A. C. S.
AIDS TO ORGANIC CHEMISTIRY. Bvy Stainley F. Smith, M.B., B.S. Third
Edition, revised by Ian Leslie, B.S(. Pp. 127.
Tiuis small booklet, which has now been broughit up to date in a thir-d edition, presents a
summatir-izedl account of a course of organic chiemiiistr-y suitable for miiedlical stu(lents. It does not
clalim to conipete with the standIar(d textbook, but, taken along wvith his lectur-e course, it shoul(d
prove invaluablle as an aidie-nienzire for thle buisy student preparing for his examination. S. A.
THYROID ENLARGEMENT AND OIHER CHANGES RELATED TOTHE
MINERAL CONTlENTI OF DRINKING WAlER, WITJH A NOTlE ON
GO;ITRE PROPHYLAXiS (Medical Research Counicil Memoratnd(lum No. 18).
By Margaret M. Murray, J. A. Ryle, Beatrice W. Simpsoni, anid Dagmar C.
Wilson. Lonidon: His Majesty's Stationiery Olice, 1948. 9d. net.
lsiis investigation was stimilulaited by the observation of a hiigh incideence of goitre by Dr. D. C.
207